- 


N 


(m which: gf | 


"THS3 EE. 
$.2% 534 VV 


ab * 8 


By M. B. Gent. 
LONDON: 


Printed by J. B. and Sold by Richard Butt, Book- 
ſellor in Princes: ſtreet near Ceveni- Garden. 
1701. 


— 2 lp 
P 


Jatzr again 3 = 725 22 : 
22. 7 inthe” Hp ron ma 85 
muchLatger 1 e alarm but 
the Author's Affairs calling h 8 
yond Sea, "twill not be bublitra 5 
till che Winter. 99“ 


= oy « 
0 F 
6 —_—o— ora = ** W 1 2 * —— — ——— —_ 
* 4 * 0 0 * - 


— — 


\ * 


1445 


| HONORABLE 
Mrs. Mary Tuke. 


At adam, 


Y HE deſign of Writing this, as alſo 
the followingSatyr, was purely to 
diſplay Vertue and Vice m their pro- 
per ſhapes, and to demonſtrate to the 
World, the Happineſs: and Beauty of 
the one, and the Miſery and Deformity 
of the other. And that this might be 
done the more effectually, I made the 
niceſt enquiry I could: after their Prin- 
cipal Sources, and preſently found the 
one to ſpring from Mount Calvery and 
Olivet, and the other from our preſent 
Theatres; that is to ſay, the former from 
our Saviour and his Goſpel, and the latter 
from Lucifer and that of his, which I 
take to be ſome of our Modern Poe- 
ä = | try 


Denication. 


try zfor what elſe can it be, that, with [o 


Diabolical aZeal, endeavours to Corru pt 
and Deſtroy the very Ciment of Hu- 
mane Nature, I mean all ſolid Picty 
and Virtue, together with all the Char- 
ming Endearments of true Love and 
Friendſhip? and eſpecially the latter, as 
being the moſt Poynant and. Peculiar 
Bleſſing ſent us from Heaven, to ſupport 

us in Traverſing this, otherwiſe vexati- 
ous and intolerable, vale of Miſery, 
Bleſſings (if I may ſo ſay) that give a 
Tincture to all others, and without 
which: they. wou'd be totally Inſigniſi- 
cant. Now to hinder-theſe Incomparable 
favours, theſe Plants Tranſmitted to us 
from the «Paradiſe above, from taking 
Root in our Hearts, our Implacable 
Enemy and his Miniſters endeavour 
with all their might to render Con- 
temptible all Conjugal Affection, which 
indeed is the only Soil Where it can 


poſſibly grow, for no other is capable 


of Receiving the Heavenly dews,that 
alone can invigorate, inereaſe and ſup- 
ort it. And to carry on this their Horrid 


lafernal Deſign, 3 moſt + 
ully 
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Dedication. 
fully (to give it no worſe Term. )not on. 
ly derogate from, but even barbarouſſy 
vilifie, and that in 'the General (without 
admitting of any exception, as appears in 
too many V of theit Satyrs) the moſt Glo- 


rious part of the whole vifible Cr cation, 


which without Falſity or Flattery we 
may ſafely affirm, to be the Female of the 
Rational Species; and this for ſeveral 
invincible Reafons, tho? here I'll name 
but two, and to do that I humbly beg 
your Ladyſhip's Permiſſion; The Firſt is 
the moſt exalted Station that God gave 
them in his Creating of the World, 
for after putting all things into an ad- 
mirable Frame, Order and Harmony, 
and having made Herbs, Trees, Inſects 
and Animals, he at length made Man, 
and dignified him with the Poſſeſſion 
fthem all; and after this, to ſhew that 
here” $ no end of his Power, even from 
this Excellent Creature Man, ne drew 
of the Quinteſcence from the Lees, and 
made that more Excellent and Infinite 
ly more Glorious Creature Woman. 
Thus much from scripture: My other 
is from Reaſon, and that founded on this 
5 baſis, 


Dedication. 


baſis, That whereas in all other Crea- 
tures we find theMale the moſt Enrich'd 
and Beautified by Nature (as appears 
in the Peacock, and all the reſt of the 
Feather'd Nation) we ſee apparently 
here, the direct contrary, and in a like, 
or rather in a much greater propor- 
tion the Female to exceed the Male ; 
for what is there in this our Univerſe 
ſo Angelical, and (if I may ſo ſpeak) ſo 
Magnificently Charming, as an Excel- 
leat and Virtuous Woman? How Won- 
derful, how Admirable and how Adora- 
ble a Frame in every part of her, both 
within and without doth ſhe appear ? A 
Fabrick ſo far ſurpaſſing all others, that 
we can have no Idea, or conception of 
any thing on this {ide Heaven, that bears 
the leaſt proportion, or that can ſtand in 
any Competition with it. Such they are, 
that, in fine, where ever I.Encoun- 
ter any of theſe Attractive Aroma- 
tical Structures, my mind, in contem- 
Plating of them, paſſeth from the Edi- 

ce to the Architect, from the Creature 


to admire the Creator himſelf. 


Thus 
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Dedic ation. | 
Thus much, Madam, in the general: 
But now, if I might be allow'd to de- 
ſcend to particulars, what Inſtances 


(and that near hand) might be here 


produc'd, that not only poſſeſs theſe 
Perfections to a very eminent degree, 
but withal a moſt Elevated Fortune, 


- which like Jewels ſet in Gold, helps ve- 


ry much to the diſplaying of theirLuftre. 
Who theſe are (like the Sun, Moon and 
other Superiour Planets above) may be 
eaſily known here below, by their de- 
ſcription, without pointing at them, 
which I induſtriouſſy avoid, thro? fear 
of incurring the Cenſure of a certain 
odious, and yet but too Common a 
fault, which of all things I abomigare; 
and for that Reaſon (not daring to Ex- 
patiate farther on ſo Engaging a Topic) 
Imploring Pardon for this Exceſs of 
Preſumption, I conclude, 


| Madam, 
Your Ladyſhip's moſt Humble 


and moſt Obedient Servant, 
MATT. BEE. 


The Upright and Courteous 


- 
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OR to ſuch we recommend the peruſal of 
this Treatiſe, and not to their oppoſits, 
foreſeeing tou only riſe up in Jud ginent 
againſt them hereafter, without doing then 
any good here, but the contrary, in putting 
them into a Malicious and Reverberating 
Paſſion ( for ſo twill prove) of Damning and 
Rotting. of the Author, and this only for Re- 
trieving that infiniteiy moſt Precious of all 
Jewels Truth, from the Atheiſtical and. 
Senſeleſs heap of Rubviſh and Confiiſion, 
where too long it has lain in contempt and ob- 
ſcurity, and for bringing of it thence to an 
apparent Light, where the excellency of its 
worth and beauty unmasRk'd may appear in 
their proper and native Luſtre ; for jo 
they will certainly,” do, ( barring ſome 
ſpecks, of which "twill be eleard the next 
Impreſſion) as clear as the Sun , to 
thoſe that with honeſt unprejudic'd Eyes 

all with care looſt thro this our Lady's 
Perſpective Glaſs) /o wilfully, (and withall 
Pragmatically) Blind, ſo curſedly ſtubborn 
und foul (and yer mealiy) Month'd an Age, 
Nation andTowa we are fallen in. There— 
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To the Reader. 


I ubenefore, not ta theſe; hut thoſe above we 
male our preſent adargtſo, Humlih requeſting 
zo, favours, from; them: The Firſt is, that 


when they {all come to Page 20, Nc. they he 


Ppleas'd-to cemomber; that the Famous and Ex- 


cellent perſon there pointed at, hapned to die 
after this Bool was Printed. The other is, 
that they'll loob an, the Author, as they ma d 
oAαddiligent truſty Meſſenger, that under- 
rakes a Journey upon an — ah Raad, who 


for haſt ſets out in a Morning before Day- 
break; now tho ſuch a ene ſhowd make 
Jome falſe ſleps or-blungers at firſt, if. 
terwards, when the Sun Riſes, he recavens 
bim{elf. and performs his Journey, this man 
(rorwithſtanding, his former misfortunes)will 
be held unculpable by any Experienc d Tra- 


veller. And this me ſay, fqreſeeing that tis 
more than probable, that the Reader, in Tra- 


verſing the following Pages, may find us (in 


the firſt part of the Caſe,) under the ſane 
Circumſtances. And this by the way, may 
alto ſerve jor a Preface to the Satyr againſt 


the Mauriage- Haters, for by this,as well as 
many other Remarkable badges of deficien- 


cy, they'll appear to be Brothers, but whether. 
cither of them mill prove Legitimate, their 


Mother, 


Aether,the World, xpon whoſe Body they were | 


begotten, alone muſt determine; and if they 
appear upon a fair enquiry, to be Spurions or 
 Rickety,”rwill be all juſtly impatable to her 
Lewaneſs, to the baſe Degeneracy and Cor- 
ruption of her Blood, and the general ill ha- 
bit ef her Boay, which at preſent appears ſo 
pre valent, that by all the ſymptoms we can ga- 
ther, her Diſeaſe will ve inſi perable to al! o- 
ther Remedies but that of the GRAND 
PILL it ſelf. 5 
Now to expect any Extraordinary Iſſes 
from a Body thus qualified, won'd be very ung 
reaſonable; nor ſhall we pretend tot; the? thus 
far as a Parent, well venture ta ſay, That the 
younger of them, as it commonly happens, ts 
likely to prove the Properer, the Politer and 
every way the Compleater Gentleman of the 
ro, for this was only to clear, fortify and 
prepair the Veſſels for 2 more excellent and 
more vivacious Embi yon. 
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| HAT the great Liberty of the 
Stage, for more than this laſt Cen- 

tury, has been the Cauſe of the 

> general Depravity of the Age, is 

eaſily demonſtrable to any Reaſonable unbiaſsd 


Capacity, if we take a Right Method for it; 


to do which, we ſhall lay down this as a Foun- 


dation, That the Nobility and Gentry of all 
Nations, have a great Influence on the Minds 
and Actions of the Common People; the truth 
of which Poſition we ſuppoſe will not be diſ- 
puted; for *tis natural for a man to emu- 
late or ftrive to imitate one of more Wit, 
_ Learning, and better Manners than him- 
ſelf. | 5 

This Allow'd, we proceed to Enquire, how 
the Chriſtian World, came to fall from the moſt 
Exalted and Glorious Pyramids of Temperance, 


B Morality 
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Morality and true Piety, into theſe ſqualid 
and filthy Boggs of Debauchery, Injuſtice and 
Atheiſm we now find it. 

And upon a Juſt Diſquiſition, there is no- 


thing upon Earth more Palpable, than that 


this Woful, Diſmal and Damnable Defection, 
is Owing in a great meaſure to the Looſneſs 
and Buffoonery of the Stage. 

This cannot but evidently appear, if the 
Reader will be pleas'd to bear in Mind, what 
was ſaid above of the Nobility and Gentry, 
who being for the moſt part Bred in their 
Metropoles as Venice, Copenhagen, Amſterdam 


and the like, as ſoon as they can Prat: 


tle their Mother's Dialect, they take care to 
ſend or carry them to the Play-houſe, there 
forſooth to learn Confidence and Carriage, 
where amongſt other Characters they ſee thoſe 
of well-bred Perſons, and people of Sence and 
Quality; and perhaps for a Scene or two, 
they may appear Pious and Virtuous too, but 
then tis on ſome Emergent Plot or Deſign, 
not that the Poet means to hand them down 
as really ſuch to the Audience, for on the 
Contrary, when he has no occaſion for this 
Counterfeiting, when lay ing aſide this pious veil 
he diſplays them in their proper Colours, he 
then ſhews them to be as Errant Whoremon- 
gers and Hypocrites as the Reſt. | 
For who ever ſaw a Comedy, at any of 
the forementioned places, (or indeed here at 
home) where great People were Repreſented, 
and efpecially your great Wits, but there 


was a Gallant or a Curteſan in the Caſe; and 
| now 
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Perſpective Glaſs, 3 
now our Green, Soft, Waxen Pupils taking theſe 
Poets (theſe Great Lights of the Prince and 
Kingdom of Darkneſs) for their Tutors and Di- 
rectors, through an Imbib'd but Unfortunate 
and Falſe Notion, of their being the beft Guides 
for a Gentleman's deportment, the only Glaſ- 
ſes to dreſs his Humours, Paſſions, Inclinati- 
ons, his Walking, Talking, Cringing, Shrug- 
ging, Huffing and Strutting by. | 

I ſay that being thus falſſy and finically Di- 
rected at their firſt ſetting out, tis no won- 
der to find them in their Progreſs on the 
Stage of this Life, ſo often Deviating and 
Blundering upon many dangerous and Horrid 
Miſtakes, and amongſt others on thoſe moſt 
dreadful ones of taking Virtue for nothing but 
a formal pretence, and Religion and Piety 
for Painted Bugbears, Invented only for the 
Keeping of Children and Fools in awe, and 
therefore infinitely beneath. the Regard 
of Men (for fo they'll ſoon be brought to ſup- 
poſe themſelves) of Refin'd Parts and Senſe, of 
Noble, Generous and Polite Education. 

Thus 'tis moſt notorious that the Contagi- 
on of this Plague of Impiety, is firft taken 
from the Stage, which afterwards gets growth 
and ſtrength by their wanton Interchangeable 
Communication. And now the time is come 
that the Harbingers of true Religion and 
Virtue, the Bleſſed Lights and Laws of Na- 
ture, ſhou'd take poſſeſſion of the Head and 
Heart, their Entrance is poſitively. Barr'd, 
their Places — fully preoccupy'd by the 
Curſed Lights. s of the Stage: pd 

2 . 
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4 The LADY?s 

having thus got admittance they ſeldom leave 
them till (like other Decoys under the falſe 
Pretence of a Belliful of Pleaſure) they coaks 

and wheedle them into the Net of Perdition, 
and then when too late the wretched Ani- 
mal ſees with Confuſion his Irreparable and 
Eternally Fatal Errour. | 

And that theſe are no melancholy Whimſies, 
but really matters of Truth is apparent enough; 
for what can be plainer than that the World 
is quite Metamorphos'd from what it was of 
old; or than that fair Lady, Dame Honour, 
to Whoſe favors there are ſo many falſe Pre- 
tenders in Courts and Cities. 

But here before we go any farther, we find it 
abſolutely neceſſary, to beſpeak and intreat 
the Impartial Reader to Remember, that we 
are not here diſcourſing of our Domeftical but 
chiefly of Foreign Places and Affairs, and 
this we ſay by way of Anticipation, fore ſeeing 
how obnoxious we are in this Place, to the 
Cenſures of ſome Wincing, Peeviſh, Preten- 
ded Criticks, and of being miſrepreſented by 
them, as though we leverd and pointed thisSatyr 
againſt our own truly Great and throughout the 
World, mot Honourable and Generous No- 
bility and Gentry, when by all that's Sacred, 
we never intended any ſuch thing, but the di- 
rect Contrary; as *twill appear to the utter 
conviction of theſe Cenſorjous Sparks (if their 
ſhou'd be any ſuch) that we are no more of 
Kin, to that Beaſt of a Bird that defil'd his 
own Neſt, than their Worſhips; for from ſuch 
Ignoble Practices, our preſent deſigns are as 


oppoſite, 
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oppoſite, as Fire from Water, or, Light from 
Darkneſs, as by the ſequel to the utmoſt of 
our Power we ſhall endeavour to Demon- 
fra -- | 

From which Cautionary, and therefore we 
hope not Unneceſſary digreſſion, we now re- 
turn to the great Charming and yet Vene- 
rable Lady we mention'd above, that had ſo 
many pretended Fayorites in Courts and Ci- 
ties, where indeed heretofore ſhe held her 
conſtant Reſidence, but now (as we ſaid) 
what can be plainer, than that ſhe has in a man- 
ner deſerted them, and is ſuppos'd to be 
retir d with her Family (except her baſe 
Retinue of Pomps and Vanities) into the 
Country; for one ſhall find more of her ge- 
nerally (but not always) in an Honeſt Ple- 
beian, that is to ſay, one ſhall find more 
Truth and Juſtice, which are her Compounds 
in ſuch a-Perſon, than in fifty of the other. 

Nay, the World is come now to that pals, 
that Men of great Eftates and Titles, and 
perhaps of as Ancient and Noble Families, ( tho 
by the way Ithink there's not many of them left) 
ſhall nevertheleſs make it their buſineſs, to 
lay all the baſe, treacherous and little Tricks of 
a common Horſe-Courſer or Sharper ; in whom 
one may ſafely affirm (without offending any 
except Bullies and Pickpokets) that (for all their 
Pompous ſuperficials) there's no more true 
Worth or Honour really within them, than 
there is true Gold or Silver in a gilt Wolf, 
or Goat upon a Pageant, which by the way 
are moſt Emphatical, and very Symbolical Cha- 
| B 3 racters 
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raQers of the Juſtice and Continence of ſome 
(and thoſe Metropolitan) Cities. 
So much for the Males, and now a word 
or two to the ſofter Sex, who (likewiſe tak- 

ing the meaſure of their Actions and Beha- 
viour from the Mirrours aforeſaid ) we find 
not only Imitating the Men in their Stin- 
kirks and: Perukes, (for if they ftop'd there 
all were well) but in their Gallantries and 
wild Adventures alſo, amongſt whom if there 
chance to be ſome (as God forbid but there 
ſhow'd, and that a great many) that are real- 
ly 2 and Religious, and that go to Church 
out of pure Devotion, and to hear, and not 
to ſee and be ſeen; theſe by the contrary Par- 
ty, are preſently Refletted on as perſons of too 
preciſe and Chagreen a Humour, and not Co- 
quets enough for Converſation. 

Now betwixt theſe I fanſie there's much 
the like, if not the very ſame Difference 
as there was betwixt the two Houſes our 
Saviour mentions in his Holy Goſpel, the one 
Built upon a Rock, andthe other on the Sand. 
On the firſt, of which when the Rain deſcended, 
and the Flouds came, and the Winds blew 
and beat upon't, it fell not, and why? becauſe 
*twas Founded upon a Rock ; but the other 
that was Built upon the Sand, being not able 
to ſuſtain, or weather out ſo terrible a Storm 
— continual AO of the Winds and 

Waves having blown and waſhid away its 
Foundation) fell, and great was the Fall of it. 
Which excellent and indeed Incomparable 


Metaphors do With more than common _—_— 
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Perſpective Glaſs. 1 
is, Expreſs and point out to us, with great Perſpi- 


cuity the two ſorts of Perſons; and particu- 


larly the Nature, Conſtitution and Condition 
of the two ſorts of Ladies that are in the 
World, that is to ſay, thoſe that are truly 
Pious and Religious, and thofe that are o- 
therwife : for what can more Elegantly decy- 
pher, or yield us a brighter Idea of the Sta- 
bility, and infallible fecurity of the Virtue of 
the one, or the Inſtability or Precarioufneſs 
of chat of the other, than theſe two Houſes. 
Nor can we be ſo Ignorant, but that we muſt 
acknowledge, that our Saviour by the Tur- 


bulent Ocean means here the *<tting, tran- 


ſitory and troubleſom World we live in; nei- 
ther can it be deny'd, but that the Virtue 
of theſe two ſorts of Perſons abovye-men- 
tion'd-are the Houſes here pointed at, for our 
Saviour commonly delivering himſelf in Pa- 
rables, was, if poſſible, to find out more adapt, 
or better Similitudes than thefe are; what 
can more ſignificantly be compar'd to the 
raging Concupiſcencè we are dayly expos'd to, 
andmuſtexpett frequently to Encounter, whilft 
we are in the dangerous Gulph of this World, 
than the Billows of the Sea in a violent Storm. 
And here to carry on the Allegory as far as it is 
neceſſary for our preſent purpoſe ; well ſuppoſe 
the Sagacions Reader to have an Eſtate and 
Mannor Houſe'on ſome ofonr Sea Coafts, and 
that *tweye neceſſary to Build a Caſtle, Power 
or the like, for his or her Security, fo far 
into the Sea, as to be conftantly waſh'd at the 
Fax and Reflux of the Water. | | 
| B 4 1 
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In this caſe the firſt thing to be done, | 


wou'd be to find out ſome ſolid Rocky place 
to Build it on, which once diſcovered, and a 
Superſtructure with the utmoſt Application of 
Art and Induſtry made compleatly correſpon- 
dent to ſuch a Foundation, and Mann'd, and 
Furniſh'd accordingly, that ſuch a Place might 
ſecurely defie the malice of the Winds and 
Waves, is unqueſtionable. On the contrary if 
a Man ſhould be ſo Improvident or Defettive 
in his underſtanding, as to undertake the Rai- 


ſing of ſuch an Edifice, and that too within 


the compaſs aforeſaid, without obſerving the 
like method, but on any Marſhy or Sandy 
Ground, in that Caſe let him be at what 
Expence he pleaſes in the Fortifying and Beau- 
tifying of it; let him Man it, and Gun it, and 
do all things Imaginable for its Security, 
ſtill its being falſe at Bottom ſpoils all, for 
tho' it may Flouriſh, and like a painted- Se- 
pulcher make ſplendid Figure for a Time, yet 
like that *twill prove in the end of no va- 
lue, for he'll find to his coſt, whenever a 
{ſwinging ſpring Tide happens to he uſher'd 
in, With as ſwinging a Storm, which ſometimes 
will fall out, I ſay that he'll then when too 
late find his Errour; for the foundation of 
this being not qualified like that of the o- 
ther for ſuch boiſtrous Rancounters, *twill at 
laft give way, and then the voracious Ocean 
over-turns and ſwallows up all in a Mo- 
—_— = 

And now to bring all this home to the 
Caſe in hand, if the firſt of theſe places cou'd 
N „ * ſafely 
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ſafely bid defiance to the loftieſt Winds and 
Waves, only upon the account of it's Foun- 
dation, which at moſt was but Terreſtrial; then 
how much more ſecure is the Virtue of 
the firſt Claſs of Ladies above-mention'd, 
whoſe foundation is Celeſtial, and no leſs 
than the never Failing, but always Invincible, 
Tranſparent and Glorious Rock of our Lord 
and Saviour Feſws Chriſt. And being thus ſet- 
tled, what can hurt them? can the Devil, 
the World, or the Fleſh make any attempts 
or aſſaults upon them? Yes, tis confeft they 
may, but no more to their Detriment than 
the Houſe on the Rock ſuſtain'd, when joint- 
ly Aſſaulted by the Rain, the Winds and the 
Waves. For Enjoying, not like the reſt, a Vi- 
cious and deprav'd, but Metaphorically ſpeak- 
ing, a rectified Palate, they always have a true 
taſte and conception of Things, and muſt by 
conſequence know their real intrinfical Value: 
for having the Balance of Reaſon diſentangled, 
and always in readineſs, they can thereby Im- 
mediately take the Exact weight, and eftimate 
of all the Plauſible Pretences of. theſe their 
Implacable and Inchanting Enemies; and being 
thus prepared, how ſhou'd they be ſo far put 
upon, as to be Actually betray'd and undone 


hy any of them? Can the Baſe and Counter- 


feit Pleaſures of a Moment, a Day, or a Lear, 
or even of an Age, not only counterpoiſe but 
turn the Beam, when the real and ſolid Joys of 

Eternity lie in the other Scale ? 
[LI fay Baſe and Counterfeit, by which is 
meant all the Goods and Pleaſures that are un- 
BY lawfully 
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lawfully and wickedly Poſſeſt and Enjoy d, for 
then only tis that they are Baſe and Counter - 
feit; for otherwiſe they are Noble and Solid, 
and tend as well to the ſetting forth the Infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs and Glory of God, as to 
the Propagating and Benefit of Mankind] 


No, this were a perfect Paradox, and one 
might as well Imagine a Mite, to be heavier 
than a Talent; or a Foot, more than a Furlong; 
as to ſuppoſe any ſuch thing: for having thro 
a Juft and Genuine Senſe of their own Native 
Imbecillity, and the Infinite Juſtice, Benignity 
and Majeſty of God, made by an Act of Humi- 
lity and entire Reſignation, a ſolemn Surren- 
der of theirSouls, theirBodies and Eſtates and all 
that belongs to them,into hishands to be diſpos'd 
of according to his Blefled and Divine Appoint- 
ments z and he whoſe Arms are always open 
and ready to Receive ſuch Generous Oblati- 
ons, having Embrac'd and: Acceptèd the ſame, 
from that Moment there becomes ( if one may 
ſo ſay) a ſtrict Alliance and conſtant Intercourſe 
betwixt the Creator and the Creature, and as 
the kind Influence of the Sun, by the con- 
ſtant Emiſſion of his Beams, demonſtrates: it 
ſelf by enlightning, Animating and Fructifying 
the otherwiſe ſteril and opacous Barth and 
Air. | 
In like manner their Beneficent Lord and 
Maſter, that openeth his Hand and fills all things 
living, will not fail to ſend them: by Emanati- 
ons from his Divine Nature, ſuch conftant 
Supplies of his Heavenly-Grace, as will ſo In- 

Vigorate 
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yigorate and Enlighten their Minds, and at the 
ſame time ſo Rectifie, Inflame and Attract 
their Will and Deſires to Himſelf, that in this 
their Elevated State, they'll be Infinitely beyond 
the Reach of their fawning Inveterate Ene- 
mies above, and therefore twill not be poſſible 
for them under any ſpecious Diſguiſe whatſo- 
ever to do them the leaſt prejudice. 

And here obſerving an Aweful Diftance, let 
us ſtand and Contemplate the Ineffable Privi- 
leges and Excellencies of theſe Immaculate 
Creatures, and to our Joy and Wonder we ſhall 
find, that this Beautiful World we Inhabit, and 
the Abundance of all things therein, were In- 
tirely made upon their Account, and but for 
them the ſtupendious frame had never been 
commenc'd, nor but for ſueh as them, had we 
ever been permitted, to pry ſo far as we do in- 
to the Celeſtial Cabinet, or to obſerve the 

lerity and Harmony of the Sun and Moon, 


and the other Planetary and Heavenly Bodies: 


which are in all Reſpects ſo wonderful, ſo ama- 
zing and aftoniſhing, that to be allow'd a Con- 
tiguous View of them, were (if you'll pardon 
the Paradox) enough to turn a Man to 
Stone. | | 
And to mention here no more than the Sun 
it ſelf, that Circuits our Globe every 24 
hours, in Performing of which (conſidering the 
vaſt Diſtance tis from us) the velocity of its 
whirl muſt be ſuch, that if we did not know 
it by our comfortable and daily Experience, 
*twou'd be an abſolute Hyperbole to the beſt 
of our Human Underſtandings, and to Aug- 

ment 
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ment the Prodigy, it has done ſo as the Holy 
Text Informs us, for near 6000 Years, and 
that without Erring an Hour or Minute, or ſo 
much as a Second in all that time. 

Now if a Man granting this to be true (as 


every one muft that has Eyes in his head) 
ſhou'd. notwithſtanding with a peremptory Afſ- 


ſurance affirm, that all this might very proba- 


bly happen by nothing but a General concuſſi- 


on of Atoms, without the concurring Aſſiſtance 
or Direction of an all- powerful and wiſe Agent; 
In this Caſe J ſuppoſe, a Man might ſafely and 
without Incurring the Danger of Hell-Fire, call 
ſuch an one Fool, there being ſuch abundant 
Reaſons, beſides the concurring Teſtimony of 
the Royal Prophet on his ſide. 

But to Return from this Digreſſion, Is it 
then certain that all theſe Glorious things were 
made and ſhown to, us Mortals, purely upon 
5 Account of theſe admirable Creatures? 
Oc. 

Tis ſo certain, that the Fathers of the Church 
and all the ſober and learned World, have in 
all Ages agreed in it, that is to ſay, all but 
the Licentious and Profligate, whoſe pretended 


Honour and Intereſt it is, that it ſhou'd be 


other wiſe. 

On which Account the (Cauſe being always 
preferrable to theEffect) tis moſt Apparent, that 
our Lord has a greater Value and Regard for 
every Individual Soul of them, then he has for 
any of the Great and Heavenly Bodies above 
mention'd. 


And 


— 
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And from hence will naturally follow this 
undeniable Inference, that as truly Great, and 
Noble, the Souls of the Juſt and the Pious are, 
even juſt ſo Baſe, and Deſpicable in proportion, 
are thoſe of the Unjuſt and Impious, and con- 
ſequently are objects, as hateful to the Eyes of 
their Creator, as the other are 3 
For which Bleſſed and beloved Creatures, 
fore- ſeeing twou'd be neceſſary for their utili- 
ty, and convenience, their ſupport and com- 
fort, that many other Creatures, and things 
ſhou'd be Created and brought into the 
World; yet (as we ſaid) this great Architect, 
and moſt bountiful Purveyer, when he thus made 
and furniſh'd it, without all doubt his ultimate 
deſign, in ſo doing, was the ſole Benefit of 
theſe his faithful Stewards and Servants; for as 
Chaff comes into the World, not upon its 
own, but on the account of the Grain; fo 
we muft conclude that all other things were 
made and introduc'd not for their own, but 
for the ſake of thoſe whom our Lord by his 
Preſcience foreſaw (notwithſtanding their per- 
fe& freedom, to be otherwiſe if they pleas'd) 
wou'd be of his Elect, that is to ſay theſe 
Glorious Heroines, Oc. of his Militant Church 
that ſhall ſo Manfully fight under his Banner, 
as to Conquer in the Conflict, the Devil, the 
World and the Fleſh : So trueit is that this 
Nurſery the World; and the various. Utenſils 
thereof, was only made for theſe Divine Plants; 
or to ſpeak more properly, thele Children 
of Grace above mentian'd, 


Ang 
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And here a Man might without Incurring 
the guilt of Tdolatry, with Juſtice fall down and 


Worſhip theſe excellent Creatures, where ever 


they are met with, if twere on no other ac- 
count, than that of their being the lively Por- 
traits, and beautiful Images of their Crea- 
tor. | 

But. there are other Powerful motives that 
Irreſiſtibly draw us to it, and to paſs over 
their ſuperficial Attractions (which Providence 
and nature has ſo liberally beftow'd upon them, 
that the Charms of theſe alone, were ſuffi- 
cient to clear the Imputation) but not to men- 
tion them, tis moſt certain the chief Magnets, or 
Objects that Extort theſe violent Emotions and 
Proſtrations from us, are no other than the 
Beauty, Purity and Excellency of their Minds. 

Which are of ſuch a ſuperlative Value that 
the Great Philoſopher Seneca in contemplating 
of them, utters ina kind of Rapture theſe or 
the like Words, That If but the very ſhadow or 
Picture of one of them cou'd be taken, *twou'd be 
more priſeable and glorious than any thing this vi- 


fible World has yet produc d; and tho' he ſpeaks 


here of the Mind of a Juft Man, yet 'tis plain 
the Expreſſion Implies that of a Juſt Woman 
alſo, for tis the Organs alone that diſtinguiſh 
the Sex, the minds of both are the ſame, and 
tis theſe alone, that thus Captivate and In- 
ſlave us, but then tis ſo ſweet a Thraldom 
that *tis Infinitely to be prefer'd before the 
greateſt Manumiſſion or Freedom in the World, 
as no doubt but thoſe that have had the Bleſſed 


Experience of it can teſtifie. 
And 


e 


K 
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And now if this powerful Charmer ſhou'd 
(upon a Perſon; thus Worfhipping) return ſo 
benign and favourable an Alpect, as Sarah, 
Rebekah and Rachel, did on our great Grandfa- 
thers Abraham, Iſaac and Facob, that is (to cut 
off all Circumlocutions) if fhe fhou'd vouch- 
ſafe to contract with him an intire Holy and 
Inviolabie Friendfhip, what Inexpreſſible and 
laſting Happineſs might reſult from ſuch a 
Conjunction, provided the PIctys virtue, ©. of 
the later came up, at leaſt in ſome meaſure 
to the Standard of the former, but by no 
means upon any other terms ; for the not 
following carefully this Rule, has been the 
cauſe not only of the loſs of many a Lady's 
Temporal, but what's dreadful to think of 


their Eternal Happineſs alſo. 


For *tis the fear of God and his Judgments, 
ſo loudly proclaim'd to the World, anda juft 
and aweful ſenſe of the Importance of Eterni- 
ty, that alone can Circumſcribe, Reftrain 
and Secure the otherwiſe Roving, Inconftant 
and Volatile humours of Men, and make the 
Conjugal knot fit always eaſie and pleaſant, 
and without this tis (morally ſpeaking) Im- 
poſſible that it fhou'd, as the nature of things, 
and our dayly Experience does but too plainly 
demonſtrate. For the minds of Men, of a 
Heathful, Sanguinary and Juvenile Complexion, 
(and what Woman of Senfe and reſolved Vir- 
tue, wou'd be troubled with one of their con- 
trarjes) are like if you'll pardon the fimily 
your vigorous and pamper'd Courſers when 
they get loſe ; and like them they will natu- 

| rally 
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rally run into all manner of Riot and Extra- 
vagancy till they feel this weighty curb up- 
on them, which God grant that they, may all do, 
as well for their own Eternal, as the Lady's 
Temporal Happineſs; for then they may lead 
them as their ſervants do the other, like 
Lambs, Jocundly playing in their hands even 
whither they pleaſe. 

But alas! tis too too Evident to admit of a 
denial, that this baſe ungrateful Age we are 
fallen in, produces few inſtances of ſuch Com- 
placency, that is to ſay of Men that lay out 
theſe noble, affable and endearing diſpoſitions, 
where their Duty and the finger of God di- 
rects them, but too frequently in direct op- 
poſition to both. For inſtead of being Acted 
by theſe generous Principles, and inftead of 
their having that Sympathetick and Attractive 
influence over their Wills and Deſires, their 
Actions and Aﬀettions as they ought ; I ſay 
that theſe excellent Cauſes ( inftead of pro- 
ducing thefe their Natural Effects) have here 
to do with ſo Aukward a Subject, that they 
produce too often the direct contrary, that is to 
ſay the greateſt loathings and Averſions ; for 
with ſuch a Diabolical ſpirit of Perverſeneſs 
are theſe Retrograde Animals poſſeſt; that 
rather than go to Heaven on a Carpet road 
that's ſtrow'd with Flowers, Roſes, and all man- 
ner of Delights, Securities, and chearful Illumi- 
nations, they ſenſeleſly chooſe and prefer the go- 
ing to the contrary Place, tho' in their Voragi- 
nous, Irkſome Journey they are to paſs over 
nothing but a ſeries of noyſom Bogs, and dange- 

rous 
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rous Crazgy Mountains,where they'll encounter 


nothing but unrelenting Rocks, and ſcalding 


treacherous Quick-Sands; and if they get clear 

and unmaim'd of this ſulphurousClimate,(which | 
there's very few, if ever there were any that 

did) then they muſt unavoidably enter upon 

another as frigid, that is to ſay, a vaſt and diſ- 

mal Deſart, where the farther they travel, the 

Darker and colder it grows; however they muft 

trudge on, without looking back, for that were 

to give themſelves a proſpect of Horrour and 

Confuſion ; and in this their Progreſs they will 

certainly find (as all have confeſt that have 
travelFd it) no other Product from this bar- 
ren Soil, but perplexing and afflicting Bram- 
bles and Thorns; nor but few, if any, Hoſpitable 
Inhabitants; but Wolves and Tigers, and Fox- 
es, and Monkies in abundance. 

Thus with nothing but a multitude of fla- 
tuating and diſmal Anxieties, they at length 
arrive, before they are aware, on the brink of 
a frightful bottomleſs and TgnivonianLake,down 
which (for there's no avoiding on't) they muſt 
precipitately march, and with the unutterable 
Terrors and Horrors of it, immediately be ab- 
ſorpt and that not for a day, or a year, or a 
thouſand, but for all Eternity. 

Nor are theſe any wild Imaginations but 
really moſt Notorious (tho' Metaphorical) 
Truths, for what's there more Demonſtrable, 
than that this Narcotique, or ſtupifying 
Quality, has of late prevail'd over the 
Minds of Men, to a moft intolerable Highth; 
in ſo much that for the moft part, it has ſo 

| benighted 
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benighted their Intellectual, and benumb'd their 
Rational faculties, that they are ſo Intoxicated 
therewith, as to be at laſt render'd perfectly 
Inſenſible, of the great and Indiſpenſible Duties 
and Obligations, they lie under to God, and 
theſe their neareſt and deareſt Friends and Re- 
lations: And theſe I ſuppoſe no perſon will 
deny, but that they are got into that miſera- 
ble Road above. 

So that upon the whole Matter, our pious 
and virtuous Ladies above, for whoſe welfare 
and happineſs we are, and ſhall ever be thus. 
ſolicitous ; if they are not very circumſpect 
in their Choice, they are like to have a hope- 
ful Time on't. 

But to return from this tedious digreſſion, 
for to purſue it were to find Matter and Work 
for the Satyr In ſxcula ſæculorum; I ſay in ſo 
tranſporting a caſe as this above, who wou'd 
not, to the extremeſt bounds of his Capaci- 
ty, and that too with the greateſt Aſſiduity and 
Perſeverance endeavonr to oblige, and more- 
over give the Indies if he had them to En- 
joy, ſuch ineſtimable favours, from one of 
ſuch Perfection; tis certain who ever wou'd 
not, were very far from Meriting of them; 
for they are, conſidering their Scarcity, in- 
finitely more Valuable, and with one of 
theſe a Man muft ( and that unavoidably 
if right Reaſon be his Dictator) prefer the 
ſpending of his days even in a Cottage, ra- 
ther than in a Palace, with one of their op- 
pofites; of whom we are here going to take 
a curſory view, for having now finiſh'd 725 

( for 
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(for the preſent) we had to ſay of the Glo- 
rious Houſe upon the Rock, we come now 
to the other Alluſion, the unfortunate one 
upon the Sand, that is to ſay, the other Claſs 
of Ladies, that Relinquiſhing the Titles of the 
Pious and Religious, think it (poor miſtaken 
Souls we pity them) more Honourable and 
Eligible to be call'd Coquets, whoſe Caſe with 
that of the tottering Houſe above (confidering 
the reigning of evil Example, the Flouds of 
Concupiſcence, and the Winds of Preſſing 
ſmooth Tongu'd Flatterers) being ſo exactly 
Parallel, ſo ſurpriſingly Analogical, that (but 
for the ſpecifick difference) they might be I- 
dentify'd, that is (to avoid all verbal and affect- 
ed niceties ) the Virtue of a Beautiful Lady, 
that is not founded upon, and fortified with ſo- 
lid Piety and Religion, lying under the fame 
Predicaments as to Danger, with this Houſe 
upon the Sand; we humbly conceive it very 
Requiſite, out of pure pity to their frailty, 
modeſtly to decline making here any farther 
Expoſition, Explanation or Application of them; 
but laying them for this good natur'd Reaſon 
(for the preſent ) afide, let us here take a View 
of the lamentable condition of the Body Po- 
litick, whoſe Head, that is to ſay, the Nobili- 
ty and Gentry, both Male and Female, of 
too many Nations in the World, being thus 
Diſtemper'd, tis no wonder to find her Inferi- 
our Members, the Common People, fo miſe- 


rably tainted with the ſame diſeaſe. And 


from hence, if we turn about, we may ſee as 
in a Landskip, the Riſe and Progreſs of the 
C2 pre- 
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preſent abominable wickedneſs of the World; 
and a dreadful Proſpett it is. I wiſh our poor 
Pen were capable of mending on't; but that 
appears altogether impoſſible, and therefore 
muſt recommend it to Men of great Merit, 
Wit and Learning, which we can't pretend to, 
whatever the following Poem may Ironically 
ſuggeſt, for which by the way, we have only 
this to alledge, That notwithſtanding the great 
Pains that was taken in its Compolition ( our 
Talent not lying that way ) if it may pals for 
a piece of Heroique Fuſtian (as a late renown'd 
Author (in his way) has it) 'tis what applauſe 
we expect from it. 

But to return from this impertinent Digreſſi- 
on, I woud recommend this ſo generous and 
meritorious a Work, in particular, to an Old 
Friend, we might ſay Tutor of ours, if *twere 
not too great a Preſumption, to pretend to be 
Diſciple of ſo famous a Maſter, without having 
more to ſhew for't, and not only recommend, 
but, if we were the ſame to him, as Father Le 
Chace is to Leuis le Grand, we would with all 
dacent importunity, intreat him to accept of 
as a Penance for his Sins, T mean the Sins of 
his Pen, which have been ſo great, and the 
miſchiefs done thereby ſv heavy, as plainly to 
Preponderate thoſe of all others of this our 
age; for what he writes ( I mean his Heroick 
and Dramatick Poetry ) is of that weight, that 
it ſinks into the very Hearts of the People, 
and as nothing but the Oil will cure the bite 
of the Serpent; ſo nothing but fome Balla- 
mick lines from the ſame Hand, can cure the 

| Le- 
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Lethargick and other-wiſe deadly Maladie; 
it has caus'd. | 
And this our humble Requeſt, wou'd certain” 
ly be comply'd with, if his Piety bore any (even 
the leaft) proportion with the reſt of his Emi- 
nent Qualities; and *tis very ſtyange that it 
ſhou'd not, nay, if all things were individually 
weigh'd, and impartially confider'd, twere im- 
Poſſible but it ſhou'd, and 'tis very admirable 
that this ſhou'd not be done, in a Caſe that is 
than of all others of infinitly greater Impor- 
tance, and eſpecially by one that is in all other 
Reſpeas of ſuch wonderful Sagacity and Ca- 
pacity, and yet for all this (which if poſſible 
wou'd move Compunction even in a Stone) 
we have but too much Reaſon to fear, that he's 
too fondly wedded ( pardon the expreſſion) to 
the applauſe of the Mob, to imbrace this 
wholſome Advice, of which great Body we 
conclude all to be Members, that want the 
generous ennobling Qualities of Virtue and 
Juſtice; to which if he's ſo Trreclaimably, ſo 
ſtifly adherent that the very Jaws of approach- 
ing Death and Hell, have not terrifying qua- 
lities enough to diſengage and deter him from 
it, then we muſt paſs this moſt juſt, but unwil- 
ling, becauſe ſevere ſentence ;upon him, That: 
as he has lived a long Time a great Wit to 
others, ſo he muſt ſhortly die as great a 
to himſelf, for if he that purchas'd the World 
at the price of his Soul, made but a fooliſh 
Bargain, then this great Man, if he purchaſe 
a World of empty Fame at the price of his, will 
not make a wile one. | 
G-2 But 
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But here we expect to be ſeverely rebuk'd, for 
diſcanting on the Actions of Superiours at this 
blunt ſort of Rate, for as much as people 
ought to be treated with that juſt deference 
and due decorum belonging to their Quality, 
and tho'-what be written be never ſo true, yet 
as truth is not to be ſpoken, ſo neither ought it 
to be written, at all times. | 

To which I anſwer, that tho* this (without 
the leaſt heſitation) muſt be granted in moſt, 
if not all other Caſes, yet it will by no means 
be allow'd of here; for if the Dog was not to 
blame tho' he bit his Maſter by the Hand, when 
by that means he awak'd, and ſaved him from 
the Rufhns, that were breaking in upon him 
to Murther him; no more are we, if ſeeing 
theſe Perſonages in a profound and deadly ſſum- 
ber, (and how they came lull'd into't I told you 
above ) and the Devil, the World and the Fleſh 
preſſing hard upon them, either of which pre- 
vailing, their Eternal perdition is inevitable: 
I fay if obſerving this, we uſe a little honeſt 
roughneſs, in order to awake and fave them, 
from the bottomleſs Pit into which they are 
ſo ſecurely driving, I think we are no more to 
blame in this caſe, than the Dog was in t'other. 

But here again we expect, ſome brisk Athieſt 
at Will's, ſhould ſtart up and ſay, What is it 
that this Phlegmatick Fop has advanced here, 
that's any thing at all to the Purpoſe? He tells 
vou, you'll be Damn'd if you go on; but (like 
other Enthuſiaſts) never lets you know the 
Reaſon why ? But that you muſt take his Word 
tor: Byt for what Reaſon I can't imagine, 

a nor 
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nor how any Man of Senſe, can be ſo great a 
Bigot, as to believe the Chriſtian, to be the on- 
ly true Faith, excluſive of all others? Tam ſure 
I cou'd never find any thing to convince my 
Reaſon of the certainty, nor ſo much as the 
probability, of any ſuch thing ; unleſs it was 
becauſe I was born and bred in a Country, 
where that Faith was profeſt; for all the other 
Reaſons that ever I cou'd hear of, have been 
nothing but meer Pulpit Cant, where IT cou'd 
never diſcover any other Foundation for the 
Parſon's Zeal, than either to ſhew his Wit, or 
to pleaſe his Patron, in order to keep, or get 
a good Living, or at leaſt a good Dinner; for 
after a long and aſſiduous ſearch, I proteft I 
cou'd never find, either in their Preaching, or 
Writing from the higheſt to the loweſt of them) 
any thing ſo permanent, as to Juſtifie a Man, 
in ſaying here's firm Ground, here I can place 
my Foot: But on the contrary (like an Ignis fa- 
tuus) all fluctuating, and uncertain ; ſo that I 
am of that Gentleman's mind, that ſeems to be 
ſquinted at above, and conclude with him, that 
Prieſts of all Religions are the ſame, that js in 
Plain terms, that they are all a parcel of Cheats 
and Hypocrites; and if ſo, if there be no true 
Prieſts, *tis impoſſible there ſhou'd be any true 
Religion. So that upon the whole matter, the 
Jews or Turks, or a Hundred other Religions 
that are in the World, may be as much in the 
Right as we are, for any thing I know, or 
cou'd ever hear, (with Reaſon ) alledg'd to the 
Contrary. | 


24 To 
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To which I Anſwer, That as this Gentleman 
(ſuppoling him to be a Man of Senſe and Let- 
ters ) muſt own, thathe can by means of Faith's 
Perſpective look back, and ſee Fulius Cæſar 
murther'd at Kome; Edward and Richard the 
Second, Oc. murther'd here, as clearly as if he 
had been a perſonal Spectator, of each of thoſe 
wicked Tragedies ; I ſay ſuppoſing this to be 
allow'd, (for to deny it were to incur the laugh- 
ter of al] Mankind) with the Gentleman's 
leave, we'll turn the Glaſs towards Feruſalem, 
where if he'll keep the former Eye open, he 
may ſee with as much, if not more perſpicu- 
ity, Chriſt Crucifiid on Mount Calvary, he 
may alſo ſee him Dead, Buried, and trium- 
phantly Riſe again the third day after, and 
ppear tohis Diſciples, St. Thomas being ab- 
ſent, and again when he was preſent, when 
he bad him put his hand into his Side; and 
now after Forty days ſpace, which he took to 
inſtruct and ſettle them in the Truth, bring- 
ing them to Mount Olivet, he may ſee him 
there before them all, (their number being 
much increas'd by that time) as an infallible 
Confirmation of the Truth of all that he had 
ſaid and done upon Earth; I ſay he may ſee 
him there, make his moſt Wonderful, and 
moſt Glorious Aſcenſion up to Heaven, and 
ten days after this, if he look forward, he 
may behold St. Peter (to verifie and make 
good that Promiſe of his Maſter, that he 
would make him a Fiſher of Men) convert 
three Thouſand by his firft Sermon, and after he 
may fee him (with St. ohn) go the ſame day, 
9 „ , Apt 
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not in the dark, or to ſome obſcure Village, 
but at three of the Clock in the Afternoon, 
(when every body was ftifring ) to the Popu- 
lous City of Feruſalem, and there at the Tem- 
ple Gate, I ſay he may ſee him cure a Man 
that was known to be Lame there for Forty 
Years before. 

And now I wou'd fain know, what this ſort 
of People can properly (and without fophiſtica- 
ting) ſay in oppoſition to all this; I cannot 
for my life perceive how *tis poſſible, for them 
with true Reaſoning, to evade the belief of the 
Truth of theſe poſitive matters of Fact, any 
more than the other, the current of Traditi- 
onal Hiſtory of all Ages and Nations, being 
fo clear and ſtrong and (in that Caſe) ſo directly 
in their Teeth, that J defie them to produce 
any one (not to ſay Claſhck ) but tolerable Au- 
thor on their ſide, from the times that they 
were done, even to this day; on which and on 
ſeveral other accounts, I am inclin'd to believe 
that one might ſafely Appeal to a ſober and 
learned Muileman (allowing him to be well 
verſed in Antiquity ) for his Snfterage herein; 
and much more (one wou'd think) to theſe 
Gentlemen, who we ſuppoſe to be Chriſtians, 
and *tis probable of good Proteſtant Educati- 
on. For our own part, the Glory of the Primi- 
tive Church, and the Acts of our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles, and particularly thoſe above menti- 
on'd, are ſo conſpicuouſly apparent, and the 
motives of Credibility ſo invincibly ſtrong, that 
we proteſt we can ſee them as clearly by 
the Eyes of our Mind, as if we had beheld them 
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by thoſe of the Body, or as plainly as we can 
the Sun when it ſhines, tho' tis confeſs'd the 
ineffable wonders of both, are moſt dazling, 
and admirable. And theſe appear to us now 
to be very good and firm footing, and ſo they 
have done to all the ſober part of Mankind, 
in every Age ſince theſe things were tranſacted: 
and to begin with the Apoſtles themſelves, who 
were the Promulgers, as being the immedi- 
ate Eye and Ear Witneſſes of them; they were 
ſo thoroughly ſatis fied of their truth (and you 
will ſay how ſhou'd they be otherwiſe for 
the Reaſons juſt now mention'd) that even 
with Joy and Exultation, they underwent the 
moſt exquiſite Torments, that the wit or 
malice of Men or Devils cou'd infliat upon 
them, and at laſt the moſt violent of Death's 
in their Juftification, which Tortures and 
Murthers they bequeath'd (as their moſt pre- 
cious and valuable Legacies) to their neareſt 
and deareſt Friends and Succeſſors, (who em- 
brac'd them with the like Alacrity, and more 
than Heroick conſtancy of Mind) and they a- 
gain to their's, and ſo downwards till the Em- 
perour himſelf, the Mighty Conſtantine (ſub - 
mitting to the chearful, eaſie and ever bleſſed 
Yoke of Chriſt) became a moſt Pious and Ex- 
emplary Chriftian, which was about three 
Hundred Years after Chriſt, till when theſe 
terrible Perſecutions hardly ever ceas'd, ſo that 
by Calculation tis concluded that at leaſt fix, 
ſome ſay ten Millions of Chriſtians, ſuffer'd 
for their perſevering in the Faith, none of 
which but might not only have been . 
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but ( for the moſt part) highly Rewarded, if 
they wou'd have pronounc'd (let their thoughts 
have been what they wou'd ) but one ſyllable 
againſt it. 

Nor are theſe mere fabulous Popiſh Legends, 
as perhaps ſome of our Modern Atheiftical So- 
phiſts may endeavour to perſwade us, but 
Truths too notorious to admit of any diſpute 
amongft Men that know any thing at all, I 
mean that is at all to the purpoſe. 

And tho' theſe at a tranſient view, (conſi- 
dering the nice Effeminacies of the preſent 
Age) appear in their own Nature, to be moſt 
ſtrange and wonderful Effects; yet the Prodigy 
preſently vaniſhes, upon weighing in a juſt 
Balance, the all- powerful Cauſes, and Motives 
naturally productive of them; to do which, and 
to bring things ( if poſſible) to a yet clearer 
and more impartial Light, we muſt borrow, 
for which we beg the Readers pardon, this 
familiar ſuppoſition, That if you that read, or 
I that write, had been ſo happy to have liv'd 
at the ſame time, and in the ſame Family (as 
the Apoſtles did) with our Saviour Chrift, and 
had with them been let into his moſt recondite 
or cabinet Secrets, and had feen his glorious 
Transfiguration, and heard with St. Peter, Fames 
and ohn, the heavenly voice pronounce, This is 
my beloved Son, hear him, and moreover 
had been preſent with him, when he fed 5000 
Men, beſide Women and Children, with but 
Five Loaves, and Two Fiſhes, and again 4000 
with much the like Modicum, and had been 
preſent at his railing the Widows Son at the 
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City of Nahim, and of Lazarus of Bethany al- 
ter 4 days Interment, and at innumerable o- 
ther Miracles, that not any thing the like were 
ever heard of before. | 

J ſay, had we ſeen all this, and after had 
heard him ſay, My dear Friends, all theſe things 
that you have ſeen done before your Eyes, 
have been to convince you, that I came down 
from Heaven, and now being ſhortly to return 
thither, T ſhall befere I go, point you out the 
Way and Means to come after me, which ( if 
duly obſerv'd )) you ſhall not fail of obtaining 
the unſpeakable happineſs and glory of that 
Place; and not only all theſe Advantages, but 
alſo avoid thereby, the contrary eternal Tor- 
ments and dreadful Horrours of the Infernal 
Regions, Prepared for the Devil and his An- 
gels, and all their Adherents. And further to 
confirm to you the truth of theſe moſt impor- 
tant tho' future Events, and to leave you with- 
out Excuſe, in caſe any of you ſhou'd not ob- 
ſerve, the full Inftructions and Precepts, I ſha!l 
give you before my Aſcenſion. 

J fay, that you may be fully ſatisfied of the 
Truth of theſe, as well as of all other Things 
that T ſhall impart to you, you ſhall ſee me 
ſeal them with my Blood. | 8 

For I am going to ꝓeruſalem, where I ſhall be 
Scourg'd, Crucifi'd and Kill'd by the Jews; 
and within three Days (having ſubdu'd the 
King of Terrors, Death) you ſhall ſee me again 
Alive, and Perſonally appear before you. 

I ſay, had we heard all this, and afterwards 
ſeen them all exactly and to a tittle 1 

an 
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and had been with the Diſciples when our Lord 
appear'd to them ( the Doors being ſhut ) and 
ſaid, Peace be unto. you, and after this had con- 
vers'd with him for Forty Days, and receiv'd 
from his own Divine Lips, the plenary In- 
ſtructions for propagating the Faith, which 
ſuppoſe we had already ſeen pals the two great 
Seals, of his Death and Reſurrection z; we came 
now at length to ſee the third, and, it we may fo 
ſpeak, the greateſt of all, that of his Aſcenſion up 
to Heaven, ( the glorious Memory of which 


(by the way) and the Solemnization thereof, 


upon the Day that it was done, having ever 
been conſtantly and religiouſly obſerv'd, in all 
the Civiliz'd parts of the World (and even here 
in England) ever fince. 

I ſay, had we ſeen and heard all theſe things, 
as the Apoſtles and Diſciples did, and had ftay'd 
with them ten days longer, till the Day of 
Pentecoft, and had feen the Holy-Ghoſt come 
viſibly upon them ( according to their Maſters 
Promile ) and they on the ſudden, of mean Illi- 
terate Fiſhermen, Cc. become far more know- 
ing, and more Excellent and Theological Phi- 
loſophers than ever were before them. 

I fay, had you ſeen all this, and after had 
been preſent at their Torments and Execution, 
you cou'd not but have faid, that theſe men 
were certainly in the right, in ſuffering as they 
did in vindication of ſo noble, faithful, and mu- 
nificent a Maſter. 

For onr part had we been there, we ſhou'd 
have went a great deal farther, and gone near 
to have ſaid (and God forgive us if we had wer 
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amiſs in it) that had they been Maſter of ten 
thouſand Lives a piece, and every Life capable 
of ſuſtaining ten thouſand times the Pains they 
then endur'd , they had not only been in the 
right to have gone thorough it all, but had 
deſerv'd Damnation if they had refus'd it; and 
our Reaſon is this, becauſe they were preſent, 
and ſaw, and heard all the things above men- 
tion'd, and a thouſand more, whereby they 
muſt needs be as ſure (if they perform'd the 
conditions requir'd) of an Eternity of Glory 
and Happineſs, as if they were already in 

the actual poſſeſſion and full fruition of it. 
And now if the Apoſtles and other Primi- 
tive Members of the Chriftian Church of 
the firſt Age, had ſuch abundant reaſons for 
what they did and ſuffer'd for the Faith, then 
thoſe of the ſecond, that immediately ſuccee- 
ded, convers'd with, and Receiv'd from them, 
the ſame Faith, with all its circumſtances 
and that not only by word of Mouth, but 
the ſame in moſt of the particulars, punctu- 
ally ſpecified by them in Manuſcript, menti- 
oning the Year, the Month, the Day, and 
moſt commonly the very Hour when things 
of moment were done ; and the perſons Names 
and Places of Abode that did them, and all 
atteſted not by one or two, but hy Clouds of 
eye witneſſes, and farther by a continu'd ſe- 
ries of moſt wonderful Miracles, a power 
that conftantly attended them, thro' their 
whole Miniſtry : And laft of all, to ſatisfie them 
and all ſucceeding Ages, of the truth of theſe 
their Actions and Records, they did (in imi- 
tation 
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tation of, and obedience to their Maſter) 
ſeal them with their Blood. 

I ſay, that the Immediate ſucceſſors of the Apo- 

ſtles, having receiv'd theſe Truths with ſueh So- 
lemnity and Authority, from their own hands 
as is above deſcrib'd, they could not but be 
as fully convinc'd of their verity and certain- 
ty, as if they had been the Ocular Specta- 
tors of them. 
And to Illuſtrate this with a familiar in- 
ſtance, they had to the full as much, and if 
poſſible forty times more pregnant Evidence, 
that our Saviour was Sold and Betray'd by 
his own Diſciple and Servant ; that he was Tri- 
ed, Condemn'd and Murther'd by the San- 
hedrim and Magiſtrates of his own City of Fe- 
ruſalem, that he roſe from the Dead, and A- 
ſcended up to Heaven, c. I ſay that they had 
more reaſon to allow of all this than we have 
that did not live then, to allow that King 
Charles theFirft was Sold andBetray'd by his own 
Subjects and Country Men the Scots, that he 
was Try'd and Condem'd at Weſtmin$er by the 
Rump Parliament, and Beheaded in his own 
Pariſh of St. Martins, and at his own door 
at White-Hall. 

And as this Barbarous Inhnmane and black- 
eſt of all Murthers (but that above) under 


which, as a Load of Infamy we at preſent 


Groan, and fhall do whileſt we are a Peo- 
ple. 

I ſay, that as this ought to find the ſame Credit 
it do's now with our Sons and Succeſſors, to an 
Hundred, and thence downwards (if the gene- 
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ral Conflagration be ſo long deferr'd) to a 
Thouſand Years hence. | 

Then much more ought this other, as being 
in a more Authentical and Solemn manner 
convey'd, from the firſt to the ſecond Age, 
find credit with the third, and if with that, 
why not with the fourth and fifth, and fo 
downward to the preſent, I am ſure that no 
Perſon, can with any Cogency of Reaſon, tell 
why it ſhould not, and therefore we conclude 
and poſitively averr, That thoſe of the preſent 
Age, have the very ſame (and to the full as 
much) reaſon to believe the Miracles and 
Oracles of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, as thoſe 
of the ſecond and third had, who (as we have 
undeniably prov'd) had abſolutely as good as 
the firſt it ſelf, | 

And are things thus in good earneſt ? Ts all 
this then moſt certainly true? If it be (as I 
ſuppoſe there is no Wiſe orSober or Conſidering 
man, (and what matter is it for all the reſt,) 
but will ſubſcribe to't) then into what really 
wretched and moſt curſed an Eſtate are the 
generality of men fallen; and chiefly thoſe 
that think themſelves the better, and the wit- 
tier ſort, who intirely abandoning theſe infi- 
nitely great, and moſt apparently important 
Affairs, center all their Hopes and Fears, on 
the vain breath of a Herd of miſtaken, and 
infatuated Animals like themſelves, or elſe 
which is e'en as bad (tho' not ſo inexcuſably 
Fooliſh) on the ſacceſs, or diſappointment of 
the petty concerns of this wretchedly ſhort, 
uncertain and miſerable Life, 


And 
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And wou'd not this provoke a good man (with 
the Royal Prophet) to pour out a fountain uf 
Tears, at the fight of ſuch a general contempt 
of the Laws of God and his Church, procee- 
ding from the miſerable blindneſs of theſe 
would-be-thought quick ſighted people, or to 
hear the late T----- of Ireland the 
preſent G - ----=- B----- of Scotland and the 
reſt of the pretendly pious, upright and learned, 
but in reality nothing but hypocritical Fry, 
cry out (in the midft of theſe refulgent beams 
(and maugre all theſe Demonſtrations)of God's 
Holy-Church) that they are ſtill in the dark? 
And ſo they are indeed, for elſe they wou'd ob- 
ſerve their Mafters Counſel, of letting their 
Lights ſo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee 
their good Works, in order to the glorifying 
of their Father which is in Heaven, but ſo far 
are they from obeying this poſitive Precept, 
that they tell us, if not in plain at leaſt (which 
is equivolent ) in ambiguous terms, that tho 
it cannot be deny'd that he did ſay fo, yet 
that in reality he was miſtaken, for that in 
truth there is neither the one, nor the other 
to be found; ſo that we have all the demonſtra- 
tion that we can poſhbly have in ſuch a caſe, 
that he is but their pretended, and that their 
real Maſter is not the God of Truth, but the 
Father of Lyes; in whoſe Vineyard they have 


| wrought hard; and J doubt not, but whenNight 


comes ( which to moſt of them is near approach- 
ing) he will amply pay them their Wages, and 
well they deſerve it from him, as having done 
more in promoting his Intereſt, and inlarging 

D the 


the Dominions of his Uſurped Territories; 
I mean that they have made if poſſible, more 
ſpeculative Atheifts, by their canting and falſe 
commenting, on the holy Will and Word of 
God, than their younger Brethren (or more 
properly their Iſſue) above have done, Practi- 
cal one's, by their open Lewdneſs and profane- 
neſs. 

And theſe are the two ſorts of Owls,that with 
their ſhreeking and hooting (I mean formal- 
Canting, and lewd-Scribling )have ſeduc'd, and 
led mankind into this diſmal night of error and 
confuſion, into which of late but too too many 
of them are fall'n, that is to ſay, the Mugulto- 
nions, Sofinians,Unitarians, Quakers and the reſt 
of the Spurious and Viperous brood of Secta- 
ries; and becauſe it ſuits with their curſed 
' Temporal Intereſt, wou'd fain keep them by 
the ſame ways and means Eternally therein, 
whereas if they (not regarding their endleſs 
clamour) wou'd but look out with that energy, 
and induſtry, after this infinitely more weighty 
(as being, an eternal) concern, as they wou'd do 
if the Titles of their Temporal Eftates were in 
Queſtion, That is, if they wou'd imploy thoſe - 
excellent judging faculties (for which end pri. 
cipally they were given them) their Senſes, 
their Reaſon, their Underſtanding, and Memo- 
ry; I fay, if they wou'd uſe theſe with tha. ac- 
cute vigilance,and accuracy in this,as they cer- 
tainly wou'd do in the ether caſe, the Church 
and Faith of Chriſt, by means of the clear Lights 
and Revelations, he has left us in the Holy 
Scriptures, wou'd be as conſpicuouſly manifeſt, 
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as tliat of Harrow on the Hill, from Hamp- 
ſtead Heath, or as the Sun in his meridian Glo- 
ry, as was ſaid before: | 

But alas! after all. there is one thing that 
is a plain Barr, to all theſe otherwiſe clear and 
happy diſcoveries; for it cannot be deny'd but 
that theſe noble faculties and powers above 
mention d, are under the Dominion of one 
more Noble at leaſt more Abſolute than them- 
ſelves, I mean that of the free and arbitrary 
Will of man, which often Interpoſing, ſuffers 
them not to Act with that joint and genuine 
efficacy, requiſite for the producing of this 
their otherwiſe proper and natural Iſſue. 

And ſo it always did and always will do, ex- 
cept it ſelf be influenc'd by the Divine-Grace. 

And here we expect in deriſion the conceited 
Grimaces, and loud Laughter, of the ſtrutting, 


empty, and noiſy People: but they (as appears 


above) are a parcel} of ſuch poor deluded 
things, that they provoke not our ſcorn but 
our pity, for what can be more ſad, or deplo- 
rable, than to ſee men arrive at that height 
of Iniquity and Impiety, or rather Madneſs 
and Folly, of deriding and making mouths at 
ſo ineſtimable a Treaſure as is the Grace of 


Almighty God, a Treaſure ſo great that they 


that will be guided by the dictates of ſolid 


Reaſon, and Prudence (which we take to be 


ſomething more competent Judges than the 
Wit that's now ſo much in vogue) will moſt 
certainly find it infinitely preferable to all the 
Riches, and Dignities of this World, 


This is that Plant that ſprings from the Hea- 
— venly 
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venly Seed,which being well rooted in Faith,and 
ſupported by Hope, and water'd with Charity, 
grows up to ſuch maturity, and to yield ſuch 
Fruit, as to render the poſſeſſors of it happy, 
both here and hereafter; and *tis well for him 
that obtains it; and better had he never been 
born that does not. | | 

But this bleſſed Seed, will not grow in the 
Minds of mea ſo prepoſſeſt, and over-run with 
the rank Weeds, of Pride, Vain-glory, and Self- 
conceit, as they generally are of this Age, and 
eſpecially of this Nation, and more eſpecially 
of thoſe, that account themſelves the Wits of 
it. 

And here, after all our pains, we muſt leave 
them as we found them, upon the broad Road, 
where ſome ride Poſt, and others jogg on 
more leaſurely, but generally all are on the 
march, to what they wittily call, A Leap in the 
Dark, but we the Gulph of Perdit ion. 

But then as in other Caſes, there is no gene- 
ral Rule without many Exceptions, ſo our Cha- 
rity prompts us to hope the ſame here. | 

Upon which ſcurvy Road, and towards which 
fearful Precipice, having travel'd with them, 
till we are now come within fight of, and alſo 
within ſight of a clear but narrow paſlage, that 
ſtrikes off upon the Right, which if diligently 
purſu'd we know we cannot but eſcape the 
other. 

We therefore (not raſhly, but after a cauti- 
ons diſcuſſing of all Points, aud weighing all 
things, in the Impartial Balance of Reaſon, 
with that ſolidity and ſagacity that's neceſſary 
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in all, buteſpecially in an affair of ſuch mighty 
Importance ) do find our felves by the Laws of 
Prudence oblig'd to quit this and betake our 
{elves to the other narrow Road. 

For we know by Experience (which is always 
our beft Tutrix ) that all their Jollity, or mer- 
ry Madneſs is only a gaudy Cloak, under which 
lurks nothing but an inſecure a troubled and 
reſtleſs Mind, and tho' all this may ſometimes 
by a ſtrong gale of worldly Succeſs or Pleaſure, 
ſeem clearly to be blown away, yet they'll find 
it to their coſt (like the Sea after a great Ebb) 
to return upon them, and that with greater 
violence than before. 

And this alone is ſo formidable a Plague, that 
a Prince ought in point of true Judgment, to 
turn Porter, if by that means he cou'd be ſe- 
cure. of being entirely deliver'd from it. 

And theſe unhappy effects, (like all other 
things) are not without their proper, necetfary, 
and natural cauſes, for being conſcious that the 
Precipice we talk of is directly before them 
and that every ſtep they make is an advance 
towards it, but as to its diſtance from them, 
whether that be twenty, or ten, or one Mile, 
or but one Furlong, or Yard off, they are ut- 

terly Tgnorant, and obſerving their fellow Tra- 
vellers both before and behind, and on their 
right and left, daily plunged therein, upon 
which, and innumerable other accounts, they 
cannot but foreſee in their cool ſedate Inter- 
times 
them, in ſpight of their hearts GNI 


0 that *tis very pro- 
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drive) that their own turn may not be far off; 
which muſt needs conſidering that they have no 
hopes or deſires in relation to any thing of a fu- 
ture Life; unleſs tis that there may be no ſuch 
thing, for that's their peculiarIntereſt, well know- 
bid ing that if there ſhou'd, they have no pretence to 
1 any thing therein but the Evil and miſery of it. 
8 I ſay, that theſe Reflections, that cannot be 
= avoided muſt needs ( for theſe Reaſons ) moſt | 
— ſenſibly afflict and torment them, and that in 
. proportion more or leſs, according as they are 
more or leſs Maſters, of the Celeſtial Faculties 
of diſcurſive Reaſoning and Judging, on which 
account the greateſt of this ſort of Men in his 
time (or perhaps that ever was or ever will be 
in the World ) was much in the right, in that 
excellent, tho' invective Satyr, he wrote a- 
gainſt Man, and eſpecially in one particu- 
lar Sarcaſm which we here forbear to In- 
ſert, having occaſion to uſe it in another, and 
more proper place. C : 
Thus the World may be — if it pleaſes 
(but whether the vulgar part of it, be or not 
we ſhan't much trouble our heads) that tis 
not out of any peeviſh, or hypochondriac hu- 
mour, or paſſion, or prejudice, or ſiniſter in- 
tention, that we leave them and their broad *' 
Road, but purely from the Principles of ſelf * 
Security, and ſelf-Intereſt (truly ſo call'd ) mo- 
ving us thereto, 
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Fi | And having thus civilly acquainted them with 
4 our Reaſons, for breaking off the old, and tak- 
nw ing up this new courſe (which we know to be 
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cogent and ſolid, let them jabber what they 
| . Pleaſe 


— 
— 


— — he _ 
""_ 
— 
Ce TE WE; 


off; 
2 NO 
 fu- 
uch 
OW- 
eto 
it.) 
t be 
noft 
t in 
are 
ties 
hich 
his 
| be 
that 
> 4- 
icu- 
In- 
and 


aſes 


not 


tis 
hu- 

in- 
oad 
ſelf 


mo- 


vith 
tak; 
be 
hey 
eaſe 


n Wd 3, 4a TH * 
PO RP APE Dun and, „ = 
n ONE N ire, e wee gf 7 FFFFFFPF bc Gr R nz 


Perſpective Glaſs, 39 


pleaſe to the Contrary ) we hear take our Eter- 
nal leave of them. 

But hold, before we part, we find our ſelves 
oblig'd in point of Charity, to leave them an 
Antidote againft their approaching miſeries; 
which if apply'd with ſuch a diligence as is 
requiſite, in ſo deſperate a Caſe, they ſhall 
certainly thereby eſcape this otherwiſe Inevi- 
table Pit, this Veſuvian Lake that is juſt be- 
fore them, and into which they are ſo wantonly 
and careleſly driving. Which in ſhort is this; 
They muſt not hereafter, laugh at the Grace 
above mention'd, but, on the contrary muſt ſe- 
riouſly, and with an humble Violence, beg 
the ſame of God Almighty, which(if done with 
that Aſſiduity, and Perſeverance that an Af- 
fair of ſuch weight, do's juſtly demand of them, 
and in conjunction with our other Directions) 
they ſhall not fail of obtaining. 

Which that they may be the more aſſur'd 
of, we find it neceſſary to give them this cau- 
tionary Advice, that as the Reader ( ſuppoting 
him to be one of ſober Senſe, and unbias'd In- 
genuity, for to ſuch, and not to their oppoſites 
we direct our Diſcourſe, ) I ſay, that as ſucha 
one after reading, and well digeſting theſe or 
the like Diſcourſes, cannot fail of having true 
Faith, fo that alone (that comes ſo eatily, 


that if he wou'd (upon due Conſideration) he 


cannot poffibly avoid) will not do his buſineſs, 
the ſenſeleſs cavilling of our Canting Opinia- 
tors, concerning Juſtifying Faith, in this or in 
any other Caſe, As PD 
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For St. Paul tells us plainly, That if our Faith 
were ſo ſtrong, that by virtue of it we cou'd 
remove Mountains, yet if we had not Charity 
'twou'd profit us nothing; and alſo St. Fames, 


hat Faith without Works is dead; which 


good works for to be ſue he meant ſuch and not 
bad ones) we humbly take leave (with ſubmiſſion 
at the ſame time, to the Judgment of wiſer 
Heads) to divide, as we do the Decalogue into 
Negative and Poſitive, the former we conceive is 
to do right and Juſtice to ourNeighbour, in caſe 
we have wrong 'd, or defrauded him, in his Ho- 
nour, his Perſon, his Goods, or Eſtate, and 
till this be done, we may ſtrive with our Faith, 
Prayers, Alms, Cc. to obtain Grace, but like 
Siſiphus with his ſtone, we ſhall not be able to 
advance one ſtep towards it, till this Mountain 
of Iniquity be Remov'd. 

The defect of which (of all others) moſt 
incumbent and neceſſary Duty, do's daily ſend 
more Covetous Fools to Hell, than any, we 
might ſay than all, the Wickedneſs of the 
World beſides. 

We call them Fools, for if they were other- 
wiſe, they wou'd not thus fooliſhly detain any 
thing from the right owner, not ſo much to his 
Temporal, as to their own Eternal prejudice 
and Damnation, for in this caſe they only wrong 
him of a Mite, and themſelves of a Million. 

But this once effectually done ( that is to ſay 
£0 the atmoſt of our power, for the omniſcient 
Eye ſees and knows our weakneſs and requires 
no more of poor Mortals than they are able to 
perform) our Work js more than half complea- 


ted, for this levels the Path and clears the Paſ- 
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ſage for Grace to enter; and all we have now 
to do, is to perform thoſe other eaſie poſitive 
works of Mercy, and giving of Alms according 
to our abilities, and Receiving the bleſſed Sa- 
crament of the Supper of our Lord, Oc. which 
if done with that Humility, Devotion and Re- 
ſignation to the Almighty's will, as it ought, 
will infallibly draw down his Grace upon us, 
which as a currant Paſſport, will ſafely carry us 
through the gulph of Death, and ſecurely land 
us on the bleſſed and endleſs confines of Eternity. 

And here we may obſerve the exceeding 
weighty and Eternal Advantages of the Trea- 
ſures of Grace, to them that injoy them ; and 
the illutible and woeful Eſtate, of thoſe that 
want them at this Important juncture ; for tho 
they had all the wealth in the World beſides, it 
wou'd not pay their Paſſage over, nor ſupport 


them in wading thro' this (otherwiſe) fordable 


Gulf, but fink they muſt down to the bottom- 
leſs Abyſs of eternal horrour and confuſion, 
And this is a truth moſt Irrefragable, for tis 
very plain that we muſt all die, and ever whit: 
as plain ( as appears above ) that we muſt after- 
wards all go to Heaven or Hell, and fince 
*tis manifeſt that they that want the Trea- 
ſures above cannot go to the former, they muſe 
then by conſequence go to the latter Place, 
which will yet appear a more clear and obvious 
demonſtration, if we confider that without the 
Grace of God, (which is the center and foun- 
dation of all goodneſs ) there can be no true 
Piety, and without Piety (as appears above) 
there can be no ſolid or invincible You 
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and without Virtue there can be no Juſtice, 
and without Juſtice there can be no Honour, 
and without Honour there can be no Gentle- 
man; and if ſo, If one ſprung legitimately from 
a Noble Stock, ſhou'd notwithſtanding prove 
to be no Gentleman(as here tis poſſible enough) 
we know not then how to define, or what to 
make of him, unleſs we may be allow'd to fol- 
low the judgment of the late great Man above, 
who tells us plainly, that his condition is worſe 
than that of a Monkey, or Bear, and truly if 
Gratitude be the proper ſtandard of generoſity 
and baſeneſs (as we conceive it may) he is in 
that Reſpett below the vileſt Animal, or In- 
ſeQ in the World, in thus baſely preſuming to 
turn (as too many of them do as much as in 
them lies ) the excellent Gifts they have re- 
ceiv'd, to the Prejudice and Diſhonour of the 
Donour, 

And ſhall I not viſit them faith the Lord, 
and ſhall not my Soul be Avenged on ſuch 
2 Perſon, or rather on a Nation of ſuch Per- 
ſons as this, is it poſſible for ſuch as theſe to 
go to Heaven, we Anſwer in the Negative, that 
(according to the Balance of Gods eternal Ju- 
frice ) it is not, neither is it poſſible for them 
being driven from thence, to avoid falling in- 
to the other extream, for the Soul of Man 
deriving its Original from the Divine Nature, 
and being indeed it ſelf a Divine Subſtance, 
is Jo. far Inamiſſible that it cannot be Annihi- 
lated, and conſequently muſt haye ſome place 
of Retreat after the Diſſolution of the Body, 
and ſince, it cannot go to God (as tis — 
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ble in this dark condition that it ſhou'd ) Ergo 
it muſt certainly go to the Devil. 

But after all we have this comfort left us, 
that the wicked'f and oldeft of us all, have as 
yet full Power and time enough left to deliver 
our ſelves from this unhappy Dilemma, if we 
will heartily and inſtantly ſet about it, and the 
prize that is thus ſet before us, being ſo very 
certain, and conſiderable on the one hand, 
and the loſs on't ſo apparently grievous and 
Irreparable on the other, let us therefore wiſe- 
ly husband the little time we have left, and 
not think with thoſe egregious Fools in the 
Goſpel, of being lighted and guided to Heav'n 
without Oil in our Lamps, but chearfully im- 
bracing the Advice of St. Paul, let us ſo run 


as to obtain it. And may God by the Power 


of his preventing Grace enable us to Con- 
quer the Averſions we may meet with, in this 
our Chriſtian temporal race, the end of which 
will moſt certainly be Crown'd with Glory ox 
Horrour to all Eternity. Amen. 


The End of the Firſt Part, 


„„ CREEP I, 
There will be a Second Part ſhortly publiſh'd in Verſe, 
with the additional Title of A Satyr againſt the 
Marriage-Hating-Wits. | ; 


